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necessary at the time, the whole to be in that event commanded
by a British Officer : but the Cabinet did not regard this arrange-
ment as involving any increase of the aggregate British force in
Egypt.
The Cabinet thought it would be well if a hint were conveyed
to General Gordon to be less free in his communications with
irresponsible persons. . . *
1032  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
Feb. 29.1884.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports to Your Majesty that the Cabinet,
at a meeting today has been occupied with proceedings in
Parliament and with Egyptian matters. . . .
In regard to Egypt they considered that it would be right to
empower the authorities on the spot to send forward a portion of
British troops to Assouan in company with the Egyptian force, if
it should be found necessary.
They are to some extent embarrassed by the frequency and
occasional contrariety of General Gordon's Proclamations and
proposals: but they believe it their duty to give him, without
infringing other duties, an unequivocal support.
As regards the future Government of the Soudan, they have
asked whether an immediate decision is necessary, and have
expressed a desire that General Gordon may be able to prosecute
his work for some time. Also they have glanced at the question
whether, if an arrangement has to be made for the succession, the
Sultan should be invited to confirm it.
It was agreed that if any question is put in Parliament about
a supposed dispatch of English troops to Khartoum, the answer
should be that none have been sent, or ordered, or asked for.
Sir W. Harcourt* is to prepare suggestions as material for a
dispatch to America respecting the Dynamite outrages.
1033  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. March 5.1884.
. . , Having received a new and urgent application from Sir
Evelyn Baring in conjunction with General Gordon and Colonel
Stewart to authorise the plan of sending Zobeir Pasha to Khar-
1 Home Secretary.